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1 Introduction

1.1 Overview

This Statement of Common Ground (SoCG) relates to the proposed development of
the Thanet Extension Offshore Wind Farm (Thanet Extension). It has been prepared
with respect to the application made by Vattenfall Wind Power Ltd (VWPL) (the
Applicant) for a development consent order (DCO) to the Planning Inspectorate (PINS)
under the Planning Act 2008 (the Application).

This SoCG with the Port of London Authority (PLA) is a means of clearly stating any
areas of agreement and disagreement between the two parties in relation to the
Application. The SoCG has been structured to reflect the topics of interest to the PLA
on the Application.

It is the intention that this document captures the discussions held between both of
the parties and also give the Examining Authority (ExA) an overview of the level of
common ground between both parties.

1.2 Approach to SoCG

4

Date: May 2019

This SoCG has been developed during the pre-examination and examination phases of
the Thanet Extension. In accordance with discussions between the Applicant and the
PLA, the SoCG is focused on those issues raised by the PLA within its response to
Section 42 consultation that has underpinned the pre-application consultation
between the parties.
The structure of the SoCG is as follows:

Section 1: Introduction;

Section 2: PLA’s Remit;

Section 3: Consultation; and

Section 4: Agreements Log.
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1.3 The Development

6

Date: May 2019

The Application is for development consent for VWPL to construct and operate the
Thanet Extension Offshore Wind Farm (Thanet Extension) under the Planning Act
2008.

Thanet Extension will, if consent is granted, comprise of wind turbine generators
(WTGs) and all the infrastructure required to transmit the power generated to the
national grid. A maximum of 34 WTGs will be installed with a power output of 340
MW. The project will install up to four offshore export cables and may require the
installation of one Offshore Substation (0SS) and up to one Meteorological Mast.

The key offshore components of Thanet Extension are likely to include:
Offshore WTGs;
0SS (if required);
Meteorological Mast (if required);
Foundations;
Subsea inter-array cables linking individual WTGs:
Subsea export cables from the OWF to shore; and

Scour protection around foundations and on inter-array and export cables (if
required).

The offshore elements of the project comprise an offshore export cable corridor
(Work Area 3), and Work Areas 1 and 2. Work Areas 1 and 2 have an area of 68.8 km?
and comprise the Array Area (59.5 km?) and the Structures Exclusions Zone (9.3 km?).
The Structures Exclusion Zone is an area subject to some restrictions on what can be
placed within it, as described in Annex A of Appendix 7 of the Applicant’s Deadline 5
Submission and Schedule 1, Part 3, Requirement 6 of the draft DCO. The Order Limits
surround the existing Thanet Offshore Wind Farm (TOWF). It is located approximately
8 km Northeast of the Isle of Thanet, situated in the County of Kent. Each WTG will
have a maximum blade tip height of 250 m above Mean High Water Springs (MHWS),
a maximum diameter of 220 m and a minimum 22 m clearance hetween the MHWS
and the lowest point of the rotor.
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10 Electricity generated will be carried via a maximum of four high voltage subsea cables
to the landfall site, situated at Pegwell Bay. Offshore cables will be connected to the
onshore cables and ultimately the national grid network at Richborough Energy Park.
The onshore cable corridor is 2.6 km in length at its fullest extent.

11 More details on the proposed development are described in the Environmental
Statement (ES) Volume 2, Chapter 1: Project Description (Offshore) (Application Ref
6.2.1) and Volume 3, Chapter 1: Project Description (Onshore) (Application Ref 6.3.1)
of the Environmental Statement.
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2 Port of London Authority’s Remit

12

13

14

15

16

Date: May 2019

The PLA is the statutory harbour authority for the tidal River Thames (“the River”)
between Teddington and the outer Thames Estuary. It is governed by the Port of
London Act 1968 (“the 1968 Act”). Its statutory functions include responsibility for
conservancy, hydrographic surveying, dredging, managing the public navigation and
controlling vessel movements.

Under section 66 of the 1968 Act, the PLA’s licence is required for the construction by
other people of any works in, on, under or over the River and, under section 73, for
the carrying out of dredging or other comparable operations. The PLA provides
moorings in the River and licenses their provision by others. As the body responsible
for licensing river works and moorings, the PLA must have special regard for the
unimpeded use of and access to licensed works by the PLA’s existing licensees.

The proposed extension of the wind farm under the dDCO lies outside the PLA’s
statutory limits under the 1968 Act. However, the PLA’s functions include the
promotion of the use of the River for freight and passengers as an important and
sustainable transport corridor for London and access to the River is therefore a key
concern for the PLA.

The proposals under the draft DCO are in close proximity to the PLA’s pilot boarding
locations, with that at the North East Spit most affected by the proposed westwards
extension of the wind farm. Moreover, the proposals have the potential to impact on
the operation of the Port. The proposals would encroach into the existing shipping
routes, potentially lengthening journey times into the Port for commercial services
should they elect to re-route around an extended wind farm.

The PLA is a competent harbour authority for the purposes of the Pilotage Act 1987
(“the Pilotage Act”), as it has powers and duties under the 1968 Act to improve,
maintain and manage the Port of London. As a competent harbour authority, the PLA
—under s.2 of the Pilotage Act —is under a duty to keep under consideration whether
it needs to provide pilotage services to secure the safety of ships navigating in or in
the approaches to its harbour. The PLA is therefore under an obligation to provide
such services as need to be provided, which clearly can extend to providing pilotage
services to ensure that when vessels enter into the PLA’s statutory limits, those vessels
have the benefit of a pilot.
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17 The PLA is a trust port. Accordingly, it manages the River for the benefit of all river
users and is obliged to turn its assets to account for the benefit of its statutory
undertaking. As part of this obligation it must also minimise the conservancy and
other charges payable under the 1968 Act by river users. The PLA is wholly funded by
such charges and the other funds it generates: it does not receive any central or other
Government subsidy.

Statement of Common Ground — Port of
London Authority
Date: May 2019 Thanet Extension Offshare Wind farm Page 9



VATTENFALL o

3 Consultation

3.1 Application elements under the PLA’s remit

18 Work Nos. 1 - 3A, detailed in Part 1 of Schedule 1 of the draft DCO describe the
elements of Thanet Extension which may affect the interests of the PLA.

19 The PLA oversees 95 miles of the River Thames. They work to keep commercial and
leisure users safe, protect and enhance the environment and promote the use of the
river for trade and travel.

20 The technical components of the DCO application of relevance to the PLA (and
therefore considered within this S0CG) comprise:

® Volume 2, Chapter 1: Project Description (Offshore) (Application Ref 6.2.1);

° Volume 2, Chapter 10: Shipping and Navigation (Application Ref 6.2.10);

° Volume 4, Annex 10-1: Navigational Risk Assessment (Application Ref 6.4.10.1);

o Navigational Risk Assessment Addendum (Revision B) (REP5-039) and associated

annexes; and

° Volume 4, Annex 10-2: Pilot Transfer Bridge Simulation Report.

3.2 Consultation Summary

21 This section briefly summarises the consultation that VWPL has undertaken with the
PLA. Engagement during the pre-application phase, both statutory and non-statutory,
is summarised in Table 1.
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Table 1: Consultation undertaken with the PLA pre-application

Date & Type:
26" January 2016 Introduction to the project and initial summary of PLA
Meeting concerns
Noverfiier 2318 Pre-scoping meetin
Meeting ping &
January 2017 Pre-sconin
Email correspondence ping
February 2017 Scoping Response
May 2017 ; ;
Meeting Pilotage study meeting
July 2017 . .
Meeting Pilotage study meeting
September 2017 :
Meeting Pilotage study workshop
December 2017
A Meeti
Meeting NR =elne
January 2018, S42 Comments relating to the Preliminary Environmental
Consultation Information Report

3.3 Post-application Consultation

22 VWPL has engaged with the PLA since the Thanet Extension development was
accepted for examination by the Planning Inspectorate on 23 July 2018. A summary
of the post-application consultation with the PLA is detailed in Table 2.
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Table 2: Consultation undertaken with the PLA post-application

Date/

tail:
Tvhe: Detai
August VWPL presentation to PLA and ESL regarding submitted application,
2018 confirmation of jurisdiction, findings of the bridge simulation.

Comment from PLA: The PLA were not asked for opinions or given an
opportunity to comment on the application.

Comment from VWPL: the response from attendees at this meeting was
that they were not in a position to make specific comments due to
continuing review of the application ahead of Relevant Representations. It is
incorrect to suggest that VWPL did not seek opinions or refused opportunity
to comment in the meeting.

February | Meeting held with ESL and PLA to provide an opportunity to discuss the
2019 Applicant’s Deadline 2 submissions on sea room and pilotage, to go through
this SoCG and to discuss possible mitigation.

February | Navigation workshop

2019

March SEZ call with PLA and ESL

2019

March Hazard workshop managed by Marico acting for the Applicant.
2019

April 2019 | Meeting with LPC. PLA in attendance.

April 2019 | Call to inform the PLA about outputs from the Hazard workshop

May 2019 | Meeting with PLA, ESL and Port of Sheerness to discuss SoCG

Statement of Cammon Ground - Port of
London Authority
Date: May 2019 Thanet Extension Offshere Wind farm Page 12



VATTENFALL

4 Log of matters agreed and not agreed

23 The following section of this SoCG identifies the level of agreement between the
parties for each relevant component of the application material (as identified in
Section 3.1). In order to easily identify whether a matter is “agreed” or indeed “not
agreed” a colour coding system of green and orange is used in the “final position”
column to represent the respective status of discussions.

4.1 Shipping and Navigation

24 The Project will have an impact upon Shipping and Navigation and these interactions
are duly considered within Volume 2, Chapter 10: Shipping and Navigation
(Application Ref 6.2.10) of the ES. In addition, the NRA is presented within Volume 4,
Annex 10-1: Navigational Risk Assessment (Application Ref 6.4.10.1). Table 3 identifies
the status of discussions relating to this topic.
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